
What happens when - people have fellowship 

Eph. 4:1-8, 11-16 

What is Fellowship? Speaking from 50 years experience of mainly non-conformist churches – no criticism of this one! 

How do you see it? Is fellowship something you consume – or give – or receive – or do? To ‘have fellowship’ or ‘have 

a time of fellowship’ – cup of tea and a biscuit? Or a ‘proper time of fellowship’ – which would include a meal?!  

But is that all there is to it, after which we go home in our tin boxes to our brick boxes? Is the Church there just to 

provide a ‘service’ for a group of ‘consumers’? Food is a vital aspect ☺ but not enough for fellowship as the Bible 

sees it. 

 

Steve Maltz compares church to a cricket match Slides 2 and 3 photo A smiling team, various shapes, sizes, ages and 

backgrounds, dressed in white, standing (or sitting) shoulder to shoulder, working together for a common goal? 

Show subtitle - or opposing factions throwing missiles at each other and trying to score points off each other? Or 

perhaps trying to win trophies to put in a showcase? We are trophies of grace, but maybe need some shaping up? 

Perhaps church is supposed to be more like Slide 4 – something designed to knock the rough edges off and produce 

something which is clean and fit for use? Although the process may not be very pleasant at times! 

 

Dictionary: The state of sharing mutual interests and experiences; mutual trust and charitableness between 

Christians. From ‘fellow’ – a companion, comrade, associate (Old Norse – one who lays down money) NB “the state 

of” it’s who we are, not what we do. We are Neston (where we are) Christian (who we are) Fellowship (what we are) 

 

Fellowship is a noun not a verb – NT examples of verb only used re giving money and sharing in someone else’s sins! 

NT meaning – in common, sharing, participating, partaking 

 

Illustrated in Africa – everywhere people meeting, talking, laughing, sense of family and community – multi-

generational – despite the challenges of life, which may actually draw them close together. Maybe, as Nancy 

observed when I commented on this to her, the more prosperity we have, the more isolated and lonely we become? 

Taking refuge in the TV/internet/games, living our lives vicariously through our favourite soaps or past-times? 

Slide 5 Fellowship described in Ephesians ch 4 

V1 THE CALL TO FELLOWSHIP 

As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received.  

Therefore – takes us back to chs.2&3 – one new man, the mystery, heirs together, demonstrating His wisdom, the 

whole family, together. Individualism – the curse of our age? And all ages – as we shall see in a couple of verses 

 

V2 THE OUTWORKING OF FELLOWSHIP 

Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. 

NT usage ‘one another’ 

Humility Phil.2:3; Rom.12_10, 16 

Care1 Cor.12:25 

Love John 13:34; Gal. 6:2 Compassion is your pain in my heart (Meg) 

Forgiveness Eph.4:32; Col. 3:13 

 

V3 THE BOND OF FELLOWSHIP 

Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 

Keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace – not keep the peace! Broken at the Fall – separated, but 

dependent. Leaving a church is like a brick detaching itself from the building and joining another church 

 

V4-6 THE SOURCE OF FELLOWSHIP – THE WHOLE TRINITY 

 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when you were called; one Lord, one 

faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. 

1 John 1:1-3 

That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, 
which we have looked at and our hands have touched – this we proclaim concerning the Word of 

life. The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, 
which was with the Father and has appeared to us. We proclaim to you what we have seen and 



heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and 
with his Son, Jesus Christ. 
 

1 Cor.1:9 God who has called you into fellowship with Hs Son, is faithful 

2 Cor.13:14 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all 

 

V7-8 THE PURCHASE PRICE OF FELLOWSHIP 

 But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it. This is why it says: 

‘When he ascended on high, 

    he took many captives 

    and gave gifts to his people.’ 

Eph. 5:25 Christ loved the church ,and gave Himself up for her Acts 20:28 which He bought with His own blood; and 

continues to minister to the Church from His throne in glory! 

 

V11 THE EQUIPPING OF THE CHURCH FOR FELLOWSHIP 

It was He who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be 

pastors and teachers 

Apostles Acts 2:42 Refer back to 1 John 1 – gives the impression of a group of people so keen to spend as much time 

as possible with those who had spent time with Jesus – “We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that 

you also may have fellowship [with God] with us” – that they met daily! In Acts 6, the Apostles handed over practical 

responsibilities so that they could devote their time to teaching and to prayer. Prophets speak, evangelists reap. 

Fellowship without teaching is less than Biblical fellowship, but teaching without fellowship is ineffective (pastor) 

 

V12-13 THE PURPOSE OF FELLOWSHIP 

 to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in 

the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the 

fullness of Christ. 

The fellowship and meetings are not the “works of service”, but are to equip and prepare God’s people, i.e. the 

congregation, for works of service. If you’re not fully participating (fellowshipping!), how are you being prepared? 

 

V14-17 THE FUNCTION OF FELLOWSHIP 

V14 to bring God’s people to maturity, able to discern deception, particularly as we come to the last days,  

Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every 

wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of people in their deceitful scheming. 

V15 we’re a body – all members of one another (Rom.12:5) 

Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every respect the mature body of Him who is 

the Head, that is, Christ. 

What if church was not so much meant to make you happy, as to make you holy? 

V16 every part does its work 
 From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up 

in love, as each part does its work. 

 

We need each other! Every part. One of the primary functions of fellowship is your sanctification. If there’s someone 

or something that rubs you up the wrong way, then praise God for that – He is using it for your sanctification. If 

you’re not being rubbed up the wrong way sometime or another, then you’re either perfect already (in which case 

you ought to be in heaven!) or maybe you’re not as deeply in fellowship as you thought? 1 John 1:6-7 Vulnerable? 

 

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN PEOPLE ARE IN FELLOWSHIP? 

There’s a joyful coming together and an expectation of God speaking. There’s accountability and vulnerability. Living 

out the message of reconciliation.  Bottom line – we need each other, whether we feel like it or not! God’s designed 

it that way. Baghdad girl – maybe the pressure’s not like that here now, but when it comes (not if!), it will be too late 

to get ready, to be equipped, to start to build those deep relationships we will need. 

How to become part of that sort of fellowship? Starts with the Source! 2 Cor 13:14 
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Village cricket match descends into violence when 
bowler is knocked out by batsman - but ends with 

handshakes and teas all round

... Before the batsman is arrested!

Clean and fit for use
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